
Â Â MSNÂ HomeÂ Â |Â Â MyÂ MSNÂ Â |Â Â HotmailÂ Â |Â Â ShoppingÂ Â |Â Â MoneyÂ Â |Â Â PeopleÂ &Â ChatWebÂ Search:Â Â 

 MSNBC News
Â Â Â Â Â Alerts | Newsletters | Help

Nightly News

Investigative Unit

Brian Williams

Â 

News

Business

Sports

Tech / Science

Entertainment

Health

Travel

Opinions

Weather

Local News

Newsweek

Today Show

Nightly News

Dateline NBC

Meet the Press

MSNBC TV

News Video

MSNBC Shopping

Â 

FREE VIDEO

â€¢ Bombings suspect has al-Qaida ties
March 2: The suspect in the series of suicide
bombings that killed at least 140 people in Iraq
is a well-known terrorist suspect, NBCâ€™s
Jim Miklaszewski reports.

Nightly News

Avoiding attacking suspected terrorist
mastermind
Abu Musab Zarqawi blamed for more
than 700 killings in Iraq

By Jim Miklaszewski

Correspondent

NBC News
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With Tuesdayâ€™s attacks, Abu Musab Zarqawi, a Jordanian militant with ties to al-Qaida, is
now blamed for more than 700 terrorist killings in Iraq.

advertisementBut NBC News has learned that long before the war the Bush administration had
several chances to wipe out his terrorist operation and perhaps kill Zarqawi
himself â€” but never pulled the trigger.

In June 2002, U.S. officials say intelligence had revealed that Zarqawi and members of
al-Qaida had set up a weapons lab at Kirma, in northern Iraq, producing deadly ricin and
cyanide.

The Pentagon quickly drafted plans to attack the camp with cruise missiles and airstrikes and
sent it to the White House, where, according to U.S. government sources, the plan was debated
to death in the National Security Council.

â€˜People were more obsessed
with developing the coalition to
overthrow Saddam than to
execute the presidentâ€™s policy
of pre-emption against
terrorists.â€™
â€” Roger Cressey
Terrorism expert

â€œHere we had targets, we had opportunities, we had a
country willing to support casualties, or risk casualties
after 9/11 and we still didnâ€™t do it,â€• said Michael
Oâ€™Hanlon, military analyst with the Brookings
Institution.

Four months later, intelligence showed Zarqawi was
planning to use ricin in terrorist attacks in Europe.

The Pentagon drew up a second strike plan, and the White
House again killed it.Â  By then the administration had set its course for war with Iraq.

â€œPeople were more obsessed with developing the coalition to overthrow Saddam than to
execute the presidentâ€™s policy of preemption against terrorists,â€• according to terrorism
expert and former National Security Council member Roger Cressey.

In January 2003, the threat turned real. Police in London arrested six terror suspects and
discovered a ricin lab connected to the camp in Iraq.

The Pentagon drew up still another attack plan, and for the third time, the National Security
Council killed it.

Military officials insist their case for attacking Zarqawiâ€™s operation was airtight, but the
administration feared destroying the terrorist camp in Iraq could undercut its case for war
against Saddam.

The United States did attack the camp at Kirma at the beginning of the war, but it was too late
â€” Zarqawi and many of his followers were gone.Â  â€œHereâ€™s a case where they waited,
they waited too long and now weâ€™re suffering as a result inside Iraq,â€• Cressey added.

And despite the Bush administrationâ€™s tough talk about hitting the terrorists before they
strike, Zarqawiâ€™s killing streak continues today.

Â© 2004 MSNBC Interactive

Â Â MORE FROM NIGHTLY NEWS WITH TOM BROKAW

Jim Miklaszewski
Correspondent

http://msnbc.msn.com/?id=3053419
http://centrino.msnbc.com/


African-American voters: Then and now

â€¢ Iraq rebuilding contract on hold
â€¢ E-voting glitches anger critics
â€¢ Avoiding attacking suspected terrorist mastermind
â€¢ African-American voters: Then and now
â€¢ Faith, politics and social policy
â€¢ Not sure where to turn for a second opinion?
â€¢ Expecting the check will be in the mail
â€¢ Improving Afghan childbirth odds
â€¢ FBI agents took Ground Zero souvenirs
â€¢ Effective heart drugs too costly for many
â€¢ Nightly News with Tom Brokaw Section Front

Â 

â€¢ N.Y.C. rebuffs gay couplesâ€¢
Bush goes after Kerryâ€¢ 9/11
conviction overturnedâ€¢ Disney
splits top exec postsâ€¢ Virus writers
trade insults

Â  EDITOR'S CHOICE

â€¢ Bush-Kerry race should be
closeâ€¢ Let the Veepstakes
Beginâ€¢ J. Jackson ready to laugh at
herselfâ€¢ Magical Dominican
eco-tripsâ€¢ Mars' watery past
confirmed

Cover | News | Business | Sports | Tech/Science | Entertainment | Travel | Health | Opinions | Weather | Local News
Newsweek | Today Show | Nightly News | Dateline NBC | Meet the Press | MSNBC TV

About MSNBC.com | Newsletters | Search | Help | News Tools | Jobs | Contact Us | Terms and Conditions | Privacy

Â© 2004 MSNBC.com

Â Â Â MSN - More Useful Everyday

Â Â Â MSN HomeÂ Â |Â Â My
MSNÂ Â |Â Â HotmailÂ Â |Â Â ShoppingÂ Â |Â Â MoneyÂ Â |Â Â People & ChatÂ Â |Â Â Search

FeedbackÂ Â |Â Â HelpÂ Â 

Â Â Â© 2004 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.Â Terms of UseÂ AdvertiseÂ TRUSTe Approved Privacy
StatementÂ GetNetWiseÂ Anti-Spam Policy

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4303809/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4441088/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4424621/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4303809/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4400360/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4401201/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4387917/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4387908/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4373627/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4374341/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032619/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4397854/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4442896/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4446354/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4446354/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4437434/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4437434/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4422372/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4422372/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4433857/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4433857/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4438903/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4438903/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4375708/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4375708/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4422730/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4422730/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4202901/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4202901/
http://www.nbc.com/
http://g.msn.com/1SUenus/CT?http://join.msn.com/?page=dept/dialup&xAPID=569&di=305&SU=http://www.msnbc.com/&HL=MSNBC_2monthsfree_button
http://msnbc.msn.com/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032092/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032072/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032113/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032118/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032084/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032123/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032076/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032105/
http://www.msnbc.com/news/wea_front.asp
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3098358/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032633/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032619/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032600/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3032608/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3096434/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303510/
http://www.msnbc.com/tools/newstools/e/EmailExtra.asp
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3053419/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303511/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3152772/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303596/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303518/
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303540/
http://privacy.msn.com/
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/15
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/07
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/08
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/08
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/09
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/11
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/12
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/13
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/10
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/23
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3303511/
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/18
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/19
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/20
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/20
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/21
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/24

	msn.com
	MSNBC - Avoiding attacking suspected terrorist mastermind


	IGLPCLFBMOAPEIIEKDKKLLDONAHGNJLK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 1252
	f2: A8
	f3: 
	f4: Go

	f5: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 3053419
	f2: fulltext
	f3: 

	f4: 




